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TENSES - (ADVANCED)

Mini-test

Decide if the following sentences are correct or not. If not, correct the error(s).

	
	Correct or not?

	1. The baby is being a nuisance this morning, and I don’t know why.
	

	2. This soup is tasting delicious, I just smell it.
	

	3. I can’t believe Susan is seeing other men.
	

	4. It was the only time in her life she has ever hit anyone.
	

	5. This is the last time that I help you.
	

	6. It is two weeks since we have last played tennis.
	

	7. Since when do you live with them?
	

	8. Since when was Holland an industrial superpower?
	

	9. We didn’t used not to watch so much TV as children do nowadays.
	

	10. We didn’t like Jessica at school, she was constantly saying things behind our back.
	

	11. As soon as he had left, a furious argument has broken out.
	

	12. By the time we got to the party, the guests have eaten all the food.
	

	13. She was to have signed the contract, but she decided not to in the last minute.
	


1. Rewrite the following sentences without changing the word given so that the meaning stays the same.

1. When we were at school, we sent secret letters to each other.

WOULD
___________________________________________________________________________
2. She has the habit of complaining about everything.



CONTINUALLY
___________________________________________________________________________
3. Whose umbrella is this?






BELONG
___________________________________________________________________________
4. Two weeks ago was the last time that we did something for fun together.
SINCE
___________________________________________________________________________
5. Some days ago we found a very sweet dog.




OTHER
___________________________________________________________________________
6. The pound has been very strong recently, particularly in the U.S. 

NOWADAYS
___________________________________________________________________________
7. She wasn’t very keen on dancing in those days.



USE
___________________________________________________________________________
1 Some adjectives and nouns (either with a negative or a positive meaning) used with to be + being refer to temporary and somewhat unusual behaviour at the moment of speaking. The adjectives that can be used this way are: amusing, awful, bad, boring, brave, careful, careless, cautious, childish, daring, difficult, extravagant, foolish, frank, friendly, funny, greedy, helpful, idiotic, impossible, ironic, kind, lazy, mean, naive, nasty, naughty, nice, odd, (im)patient, peculiar, polite, practical, rough, rude, sensible, silly, sincere, snobbish, stupid, tactful, tiresome, tiring, ungrateful, unpleasant, vain, wasteful. The nouns are: a baby, a bore, a coward, a devil, a fool, an idiot, a liar, a nuisance, a snob.


You are usually very sensible, why are you being so naive/careless/silly?


I know he is being helpful/kind/nice because he wants something.


The baby is being a nuisance this morning, and I don’t know why.

2 Measure, smell, taste and weigh can have continuous forms when the verbs don’t refer to the object, but the subject is actually performing an action.


This soup tastes/smells delicious, I’m just tasting/smelling it.


(NOT This soup is tasting/smelling delicious, I just taste/smell it.)

3 See can be used in continuous form with two possible meanings: ‘meet on purpose’ (referring to the future) or ‘go out with’.

I am seeing Mary tomorrow, do you want me to tell her anything?

I can’t believe Susan is seeing other men.

4 The structure ‘this/it is the first/second/third/best/worst/only etc. + noun + that clause’ is followed by present perfect simple. Naturally, ‘this/that/it was the first/second/third/best/worst/only etc. + noun + that clause’ is followed by past perfect.


This is the forth/only picture (that) I have taken of the castle.


(NOT This is the forth/only picture (that) I take/took of the castle.)


It was the first/only time in her life she had ever hit anyone.


(NOT It was the first/only time in her life she has ever hit anyone.)

5 The expression this is the last time is special as it cannot be followed by the present perfect simple, only by simple present, simple future, simple past, or going to-future.


This is the last time (that) I help/helped/will help/am going to help you.


(NOT This is the last time that I’ve helped you.)


That was the last letter (that) he got from me.

6 The structure ‘it is two days/a long time/ages + since + present perfect’ is also used (but not with negation). Naturally, if the word last comes after since, only simple past can be used (see above).

It is two weeks since we have played tennis.

(NOT It is two weeks since we haven’t played tennis.)

It is two weeks since we last played tennis.

(NOT It is two weeks since we have last played tennis.)

7 Since when can be used in questions with present perfect in the meaning how long.

Since when/How long have you been living with them?

Note: Since when followed by simple present or past expresses irony.


Since when do you know the director in person? = I don’t believe you know him.


Since when does a lady place herself in danger by openly visiting her lord?


Since when was Holland an industrial superpower?

Note: Used to can be negated in two ways: didn’t use to or used not to. In questions we can ask ‘did you use to’ or very rarely ‘Used you to’?


We didn’t use to watch/used not to watch so much TV as children do nowadays.

8 The past continuous can also be used to refer to disapproval, criticism and repeated accidental actions with the same adverbs as in present continuous. See 7.2.

We didn’t like Jessica at school, she was always/constantly/continually/saying things behind our back.

9 By the time/When we got to the party, the guests had eaten all the food.

(NOT THE SAME AS: When we got to the party, we ate all the food. See 7.8.d.)

As soon as he had left, a furious argument broke out.

(NOT As soon as he had left, a furious argument has broken out.)
10 Unrealised actions in the past

We can use ‘was/were + to infinitive’ (present and past). for expressing that something was just about to take place, but it wasn’t realised.

She was to sign the contract, but she decided not to in the last minute.


She was to have signed the contract, but she decided not to in the last minute.


= She didn’t sign the contract.
