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CAUSATIVE - (INTERMEDIATE)

Mini-test

1  In the following sentences decide whether the options given are possible. Be careful, sometimes both options are correct.

1. I had/made my car checked by the mechanic.

2. She didn’t know why he was making/getting her wait.

3. However hard I tried, I couldn’t get/make her to answer my questions.

4. He has/makes his car washed every Friday.

5. He was made do/to do the washing up.

6. They had/got the windows cleaned last week.

7. They didn’t let/allow them to go out on their own.

8. He wasn’t allowed/let to park in the park.

9. She had/made her secretary send out letters to the customers.

10. She was a writer, a real one who got books to print/printed.

Grammar Corner

How to use the causative:

1 Object

If we don’t know who did it, we can use:

I had my car washed.

I got my car washed.

2 Doer 

If we know who did it (for example Joe), we can use:

I had/made him wash my car.

I got him to wash my car.

3 Emotions

a. When you wish to express emotions, use:

I made him cry/smile.

b. If we want to put a sentence like that into the passive voice, ONLY use

He was made to wait.

4 Let and allow
a. In the active voice, we use let and allow like this:

They allowed him to leave earlier.

They let him leave earlier.

b. In the passive voice, however, we can only say this:

He was allowed to leave earlier.

Practice

2 Complete the sentences with an appropriate form of the verbs and answer the questions. Next, interview other students in the group. 

1. What makes you cry / to cry / crying?
2. What makes you laugh / to laugh / laughed?

3. When was the last time you were made wait / waiting / to wait?

4. Have you ever had anyone work / worked / to work instead of you?

5. When was the last time you got somebody help / helped / to help you with anything?

6. Are you allowed stay / staying / to stay out as long as you want?

7. How often do you have your hair cut / to cut / cutting?

8. If you were a teacher, what would you NOT let your students to do / do / doing in class?

9. Do you think it’s okay for  parents to make their children working / work / to work besides studying?

10. What makes you to want / want / wanting to come to school every day?

