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OUR FAMILY – SPOKEN ENGLISH 

Motto: I take my children everywhere but they always find their way back home.

1 Find someone in the class…

· who has more than five cousins

· whose four grandparents are still alive

· who has a great-grandparent

· who had already been born when his/her great-grandparents died

· who has more than one brother or sister

· who is already an aunt or uncle

· who has at least five aunts or uncles

· who has a half-brother or half-sister

· who has a stepbrother or stepsister

· who is the eldest child in the family

· who is the youngest child in the family

· whose grandparents live with them

· who has got an in-law

· who is being brought up by his/her grandparents

· who has never met any of their grandparents.

SPOKEN ENGLISH BITS
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1 Listen to and read the following text in which an Englishman – Jamie – is talking about his family.
Actually, I’d say I come from quite a small family. My father was brought up in the country and they moved about a lot because my grandfather worked for the army, although I’m not sure what he did exactly. Anyway, he died when I was very young so I only have very vague memories of him. When my father became a doctor – he became a GP – he got married, and settled in the country, which was really nice. I suppose I had quite a pleasant childhood, the environment and the surroundings were fairly idyllic. There were no factories around; on the other hand, there was a lot of open space, so it was pretty pleasant to grow up there.

By the way, I have a brother and a sister. Nowadays I’m not very close to my brother, because he studies at university God knows how many miles away. He comes to see us every other week, but we rarely have time to talk as he spends half his life reading and studying in his room. He studies literature, he’s mainly interested in poems and short stories, but he is not in the least interested in sports or anything else that I’m really keen on. Emotionally, I have a  much closer 
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relationship with my sister. When I was younger, we didn’t get on too well a lot of the time, but now we see eye to eye on most things, since I matured, I suppose. Also, she’s only one year older than 
me, so she’s around my age, which is great, because we can talk things over and she often gives me advice when I’m in trouble.

So, as I have already said, I get on quite well with my sister now, but I must admit I had quite a lot of problems at school, I wasn’t a great student in the last few years. Actually, I was quite a rebel, or I’d like to think so anyway. It was largely down to the fact that I didn’t want to go along with the system and I wanted to do everything my own way. 

2 Without looking back at the text, try to remember what Jamie said about the following:
1 grandfather:  

2 GP: 

3 factories: 

4 brother:

5 sports:
6 sister: 

7 problems: 

3 Fill in the gaps with the appropriate prepositions. Some of them come from the text.

1. I need my family, but _______ the same time I want to be independent.

2. I’m used _______ being my own boss, doing whatever I want.

3. I keep _______touch with most of my relatives and this is great!

4. Teenagers’ aggression is partly to do _______all the stress they have to take in school.

5. Parents don’t mind their children going away from home, as they want to be free _______their kids _______ a way, you know. 

6. Children don’t want to be dependent _______their parents any more. 

4 Fill in the gaps using the words in the box below.

	brought – depth – hold – less – like – maternity – part – process – suppose  threatened



1. We somehow don’t feel the same sort of _______ of family ties.

2. My father was ______up in a working to middle class family.

3. I ______ I had a quite pleasant childhood.

4. Having said that, it’s also true that here in Hungary you have longer _______ leave.

5. She’s been a housewife basically, although she always worked ______ time.

TanárBlog tananyagbank                          




  www.tanarblog.hu
6. In Hungary I can see that that ______ has just started to happen or it is happening now.

7. They don’t feel the need to keep ______ of their kids and be close to them.

8. I’d feel that somehow my independence is ______ or something.

9. That kind of thing, obviously, does happen in Hungary, but much ______ often.

10. She worked a few times a month, it was more ______ helping out, really.

5 Now, use the expressions highlighted in the text and write about yourself.

EXPRESSION BANK

actually, - nos, valójában

I’d say – azt mondanám, szerintem

I come from quite a small family – elég kis családból származom

my father was brought up in the country – édesapám vidéken nőtt fel

they moved about a lot – sokat költöztek

I’m not sure what he did exactly – nem tudom, hogy pontosan mit csinált

anyway – akárhogyis, mindenesetre

I only have very vague memories of him – csak halványan emlékszem rá

which was really nice – ami nagyon jó volt

I suppose – szerintem, véleményem szerint

I had quite a pleasant childhood – elég kellemes gyerekkorom volt

fairly idyllic – meglehetősen idilli 


on the other hand – ugyanakkor, másrészről

there was a lot of open space – hatalmas tér volt
it was pretty pleasant to grow up there – egész kellemes volt ott felnőni

by the way – mellesleg, apropó

nowadays - mostanában

I’m not very close to my brother -  nincs nagyon közeli kapcsolatom a bátyámmal

he comes to see us every other week – meglátogat minket minden második héten

we rarely have time to talk – ritkán van alkalmunk beszélgetni

he spends half his life reading – állandóan olvas (fél életét olvasással tölti)

he’s mainly interested in – fő érdeklődési köre

he is not in the least interested in sports – egyáltalán nem érdekli a sport

he is really keen on – nagyon szereti, nagyon érdekli

emotionally - érzelmileg

we didn’t get on too well  - nem nagyon jöttünk ki

we see eye to eye – egyetértünk

since I matured – amióta felnőttem

she’s around my age - korombeli

we can talk things over – meg tudjuk beszélni a dolgokat

as I have already said – amint már említettem

I must admit – be kell ismernem, be kell vallanom

I wasn’t a great student – nem voltam valami jó tanuló

I was quite a rebel – eléggé lázadó voltam

it was largely down to the fact that – nagyban azért volt, mert …

go along with the system – beilleszkedni a rendszerbe

wanted to do everything my own way – a magam útját akartam járni

